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EAR SCIENCE INSTITUTE AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.51 pm]: I rise this evening to speak about a function I attended 
on Friday evening at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. It was a charity fundraising dinner for the Ear 
Science Institute Australia. I represented the Premier at that function. I wanted to share with members tonight 
some of the fantastic work that the ESIA does and the success it had on Friday.  

The Ear Science Institute Australia is an independent, not-for-profit organisation dedicated to improving ear and 
hearing outcomes through education and translational research. Drawing from a dedicated focus, expert staff and 
established national and international networks, ESIA is uniquely placed to address the issues faced by one in six 
Australians who suffer from hearing loss. That is quite a remarkable figure when we think about it. The ESIA, 
originally named the Lions Ear and Hearing Institute, was established in September 2001. Today it continues to 
have a close relationship with the Lions Foundation and Lions Club members. The institute is governed by a 
board of trustees consisting of some amazing people who are well-known in this town for their philanthropy in a 
number of areas—John Schaffer and George Jones in particular, and also Professor Marcus Atlas, who is the 
head professor at the institute.  

The event was attended by up to 400 people in the presence of the Governor and Mrs McCusker, and my federal 
parliamentary colleague Hon Julie Bishop. Jeff Newman was the host for the evening. I sat with his wife, Pat. I 
said to Pat, “Has Jeff actually retired? I seem to see him at a lot of places.” She said, “No. Jeff is just not on 
television anymore.” He certainly has not retired; he is doing lots of things like these charity auctions. The 
auctioneer for the night was the champion of charity auctions, my very good friend Ron Farris, who helped raise 
an extraordinary amount of money, which I will tell members about shortly.  

A number of speakers spoke about their experiences. One of the most amazing people was Jane Goodfellow, a 
39-year-old woman who was born with single-sided deafness. Three and a half years ago, very suddenly, in the 
course of one day, Jane went completely deaf. She said it was the scariest thing that had ever happened to her. 
She woke up one morning feeling a bit strange and by the end of the day could actually hear nothing at all and 
was obviously very scared. She then became a patient of Professor Marcus Atlas. She said to him that her two 
biggest fears in life were being eaten by a shark and going completely deaf. His advice to her was, “Well, don’t 
go swimming because your hearing is not coming back.” She then received a cochlear implant from ESIA, and 
her hearing has now returned. She works at the West Coast Institute of Training, a place I have spoken about a 
few times in this place, as a tertiary educator for primary school teachers. She has now found that although her 
hearing is not as good as it was previously, she has a certain level of hearing and is now planning to have her 
second cochlear implant. But it was amazing to hear the story from someone who has benefited from the work 
that is done at ESIA. 

One of the other speakers for the evening, with whom I am sure members here are very familiar, was our Chief 
Scientist, Lyn Beazley, who spoke in layman’s terms about how cochlear implants work and about research 
projects that are underway, including using the cochlear implant technology to perhaps be able to cure some 
forms of blindness, which is absolutely amazing. The comment made by Jeff Newman after Lyn Beazley’s 
speech was, “I wish she’d been my science teacher; and, if she had been, my life might have taken a very 
different direction.” She is the most amazing, animated speaker. We are very lucky indeed to have someone as 
talented as Lyn Beazley as our Chief Scientist in Western Australia. 

The main reason for the evening was to support ESIA in some of those community services that it runs. I will 
quickly run through some of the services it provides. The Hearing Discovery Centre is an interactive ear and 
hearing health and education portal created by ESIA. It has been designed to promote all aspects of ear and 
hearing health and to provide education about ear health, anatomy, hearing disorders and latest treatment 
options. During Hearing Awareness Week, which is held each year, ESIA also runs a number of free seminars to 
educate people on how they need to look after their hearing and the telltale signs of a person perhaps losing their 
hearing. One of its newest programs, which is a great one that I know my son has participated in at his school, is 
Cheers for Ears. The mascot, Charlie, goes around to schools. It is an innovative school health initiative designed 
to educate and encourage healthy behaviours of children at the classroom level. It focuses on the use of personal 
music players, education on noisy environments and aspects of ear and hearing health. It involves a video 
showing how we hear, discussions on what can cause hearing loss and the effects of hearing loss. Those of us 
around the chamber who have children know that they tend to listen to their music quite loudly sometimes, and it 
can affect their hearing. The Happy Hearing program is an interactive training session held for staff in aged-care 
facilities, home and community care workers, paramedical staff, volunteers, nurses and families and friends of 
anyone caring for someone with a hearing loss. Of course, there is the Lions hearing bus, and I am sure that all of 
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us here are familiar with the free hearing screenings that the Lions provide to the community. They are some of 
the programs that ESIA supports during the year. 

To do that, ESIA needs to raise quite a bit of money. I am very happy to say that on Friday evening, in the short 
space of probably an hour when Ron Farris was running the auction and seeking donations, he received direct 
pledges from people. That night, our Governor and Mrs Tonya McCusker pledged $50 000 of their own money. 
As we know, our Governor is one of the most generous philanthropists in this state. Shaun Hand, the general 
manager of Cochlear Ltd, the company that produces the cochlear implants, also donated $100 000 on behalf of 
that company, as well as donating two cochlear implants that are to be given to some disadvantaged people who 
cannot afford the implants themselves. People were raising their hands all around to give money to this most 
worthwhile cause. Through the pledges, raffles and auction items, in one evening an amount of $510 000 was 
raised. I would just like to take this opportunity to congratulate all those people who support the Ear Science 
Institute Australia in the work it does, and to encourage it to continue this work. There is a saying that is, I think, 
attributed to Helen Keller, which is that if we lose our sight we lose touch with things, but if we lose our hearing 
we lose touch with people. I think that is quite telling and we know how much all of us in this place cherish our 
hearing. Again, I would like to congratulate ESIA on the wonderful work it does and encourage it to continue, 
and to encourage members in this place to perhaps get involved in anything that ESIA may do in future.  

House adjourned at 10.00 pm 
__________ 
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